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Internet Research Resources

eBay Favorite Searches
Google Alerts
RSS Feeds
Google Earth



eBay
Ability to set up alerts
E-mails you daily when someone is 
selling an item with your keyword
Items that may appear
– Postcards
– Old Photos
– Books
– Letters
– Stock Certificates



Pros

You have the ability to collect items 
on a national scale without having 
to shop around
Some items that you may have 
never thought of will come 
avaialable



Cons
This costs money
– Try not to spend more than $5.00
– Don’t forget about shipping costs

You may need access to a scanner
If you can’t afford to spend the money 
out of your pocket, see if a local society 
will help or contact the historical 
museum to see if you could donate the 
items to them after you have scanned 
the information
Some counties will have common names 
that might bring up other items



Example of eBay Screen



Example of Resulting Page



Tips About eBay
Don’t just use the county name as your 
keyword
– Do you have cities of import?
– Do you have local heroes of yore?
– Did something historical happen in your 

county?
Don’t get discouraged
– You may not get many hits on your 

keywords, but give it time; even one item 
may add a wonderful facet to your county 
site



Google Alerts

Setting up alerts in Google will give 
you an opportunity to have the 
search engine scan the web for 
your keywords
– Newspaper articles
– Obituaries and memorials
– Book reviews
– County festivals



Newspaper Articles

This gives you an opportunity to 
keep your news archives updated
– This may not seem like much today, 

but think about the person who views 
your archives in 30 years

– Sometimes this will include notices of 
wartime deaths which you can then 
see if you can find an obituary or 
memorial



Example of Google Page



Example of Google E-mail



Obituaries and Memorials
Google can send you updates when they 
find an obituary from your county 
newspaper
– Many newspapers update their obituary 

pages daily, so this usually doesn’t happen, 
but you might get lucky

Sometimes when someone in your 
county passes, their family will create a 
memorial page on that person which 
might include photos
– Contact the family and see if they would 

mind if you posted the photos on your 
county site



Example of Memorial



County Festivals
Most counties have festivals throughout 
the year
– These alerts will keep you up-to-date on the 

festivals
– Keep in mind that unless the dates are 

posted very early, you might not be hearing 
about the events until after the fact

– You might get some great photos out of 
these events as well as a history write-up if 
the festivals are long-running



Example of County Festival



RSS Feeds
RSS feeds have really grown in the 
last year and can give you valuable 
updates
You will need to have a Feed 
Reader
– Many e-mail programs now support 

this service
– My Yahoo or similar portals are great 

ways to do this, especially if they are 
your home page



Great Feeds

The Portal to Texas History
– Good for historical information

Ecanned.com
– Good for county demographics

Topix.com
– Good news feed



Example of Portal Feed



Example of ecanned.com 
Feed



Example of topix.net Feed



Other Possible Feeds
Many newspapers now have RSS 
feeds built into their websites
– See if you can get one for the 

obituaries; it would be a great way to 
keep up

Media
– You might also check your local news 

stations to see if they offer feeds
Be sure that you always credit the 
source of your information!



Cons
Unless you can set up a feed at a 
site that specifically keys into your 
county name(s), this might be 
cumbersome
– For instance, the paper for my county 

is in Victoria, but I can’t set up a feed 
for Karnes County, so I use Google 
alerts to let me know about news

– However, I can set up The Portal to 
Texas History to show me only new 
items about Karnes, so it works great



Google Earth

Google Earth is a program that 
allows you to have topographical 
photos
You have to install the program on 
your computer and you have to 
have internet access when you are 
trying to find a new site
– You can save these sites and view 

them later without internet access



Why would I use Google 
Earth?

If you wanted to give your users an 
overhead view of directions to a 
place, like a cemetery, this would 
be a great addition to textual 
instructions
You can also use these to add 
some nice thumbnail photos to 
your site



Pros

It will give you the exact GPS 
locations
It will also give you the altitude of a 
location
You can use this to find directions 
to a given location



Cons
The resolution goes only so far
– Because these are satelite photos, you can 

only zoom in to a point
– You wouldn’t be able to zoom in and see a 

specific tombstone, for instance
Not all areas are well photographed
– United States is pretty good, but some of 

third world countries aren’t
You can’t see the forest because of the 
trees
– If the place is covered by foliage, you won’t 

be able to see it from above



Example of a Cemetery



Example of a Historical Site



Example of a Landmark



Conclusion
The internet can offer you some valuable 
research tools that will give you a great 
deal of content to use on your county 
site through very little effort on your part
Set up your alerts and feeds today and 
you will have a great way to keep your 
site and archives active
To add some extra interactivity to your 
sites, try Google Earth
Your users will thank you for it!



Questions

Do you have any questions about 
what I have talked about today?
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